
Dear Partners in Education, 
 

This newsletter is by far the hardest I have had to write as it marks the last time that all current students from grades 1-6 as 
well as some of our students in JK & SK are all together before moving on to their new schools.  Students moving to 
Pinecrest and D. Roy Kennedy will see familiar faces as staff from Severn are also moving to these two schools to aid in 
the transition process.  I have always admired the resiliency and maturity of our students.  They demonstrate these skills to 
us each and every day when we discuss the move to their new school.  I want to thank you and our teachers for inculcating 
these skills in your children.  Visitors who come to our school always comment how Severn students are independent, 
friendly, polite, and welcoming.  This is why I am confident our students will be successful regardless of the school they 
attend next year!    
 

We would like to wish all the best to Ms. Bell, Mrs. Mainville, Ms. Mayo, Mrs. Barry, and Ms. Ginn who will be teaching 
at Pinecrest Public School next year and Mrs. Melanson who will be teaching at D. Roy Kennedy.  We are also sad to lose 
Mr. MacDonald and Mrs. Shaw who have been here on long-term temporary assignments.  Congratulations to Ms. 
Campbell who has been appointed acting vice-principal at Featherston Drive Public School.  We thank them all for their 
dedication and commitment to our students and school.  Sadly, this year, we will be also be saying goodbye to Mrs. P. 
Smith who is retiring.  On behalf of the Severn community, I would like to thank her for her dedication and commitment to 
students both here at Severn and the entire OCDSB.  We wish her all the best as she pursues her passions and interests.  As 
you know, at Severn we have an extremely dedicated staff who work tirelessly to maximize student learning and I want to 
publicly acknowledge their phenomenal hard work and success.  They have been terrific advocates for your children and, 
along with you, have played an instrumental role in helping your child grow both academically and as an informed citizen. 
 

In addition to dedicated students, parents, and staff, Severn has the benefit of wonderful volunteers who support students both 
academically in the classroom and by joining us on field trips to sporting venues and other learning opportunities outside of 
the school.  Thank you for helping us enrich the learning experience of our students.  Special thanks also to our School 
council chair, David Newell-Turner as well as Executive Council member Michel Laurin, for their support throughout the 
transition process which required many consultation meetings and conversations. 
 

Like many staff, I too am leaving Severn.  I am humbled to have been the principal of Severn Avenue Public School over 
the past 6 years.  Ours is a school where students enjoy their learning experiences, staff care about the well-being of our 
learners, parents support the school, volunteers support student success, and community partners are involved with the 
school.  During this time, as a result of this tremendous collaboration, 83% of our grade 6 students are now meeting or 
exceeding provincial expectations in reading and 75% are meeting or exceeding provincial expectations in writing.   We 
have also increased our math scores by 9% to 53% of students who meet and exceed provincial expectations in 
mathematics whereas the province has decreased in this area by 8%.  In Grade 3, 70% of our grade 3 students are meeting 
or exceeding provincial expectations in reading and 83% are meeting or exceeding provincial expectations in writing.  We 
have also increased our math scores by 6% to 50% of students who meet and exceed the provincial expectations in 
mathematics whereas the province has decreased in this area by 6%.  These massive improvements are only possible when 
we all work together.  Thank you for your support! 
 

On a final note, I would like to thank the entire Severn school community.  Your support, advice, and understanding 
enabled us to bring many resources, supports, and services to the school.  Severn is indeed a very special school.  Have a 
safe and restful summer.  Remember to read with one another every day.   
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Registration for 2017-2018 School Year  
 
Before the end of June, to register your child for Kindergarten, bring your child’s proof of age in the form 
of a birth certificate, baptismal certificate, registration of birth card, or passport in to the school office. 
Please note that registration cannot be completed without one of these forms of identification. 
Registration forms are available in the office or online at www.ocdsb.ca  

 

*New* - Register all summer long! 

After June 30, you can register all summer long at the OCDSB Administration Building at 133 Greenbank 
Rd.  Please call the Admissions Department at 613-596-8730 to make an appointment. Please bring your 
child’s proof of age and address, and health card to register. 

 

If English is not your first language, you are new to Canada, returning from abroad or from a French 
language school board, please call our Family Reception Centre at 613-239-2416 to make an appointment. 
For more information please visit www.ocdsb.ca. 

Dates to Remember  

June  27 Carleton Recreation Day for Grade 6 Students 

June 27 Report Cards go home  

June 28  School Picnic  

June 29 Grade 6 Leaving Ceremony @ 10am 

June 29 Last Day of School for students 

September 5 First day of classes for the 2017/2018 school year  

 

Severn Kindergarten School Age Program 
 

-Licensed non-profit childcare program for children 2.5-10 years old 

-Registered Early Childhood Educators 

-Operates Monday to Friday, twelve months of the year, 7:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. 

-Location:  Severn Avenue Public School 

-Full-day child care during March Break, P.D. days and summer 

-Subsidies available 

 

 For more information,  please call 613-828-3039  

 www.reksap.org     Director:  Orllie Gogolin   



Medication at School 
 

If your child has been taking any type of medication at school including puffers, or if we have your child’s 
epi pen, please contact the office (613-829-8082) to make arrangements for the medication to be picked up. 
New forms for next year’s medication administration will be sent home with your child to be completed and 
returned in September for the new school year.  

School Bus Safety and Pedestrian Safety Awareness Day 
Sunday, August 27, 2017 

9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 

 

This year’s School Bus Safety Awareness Day is scheduled for Sunday, August 27, 2017 and again on 
Sunday, September 24, 2017. This important safety program is geared primarily for parents and children 
new to school bus transportation and /or who walk to school, although all elementary students are welcome 
to attend.  Families can register by phone or on line. For sites offering this program and to register, please 
visit: www.ottawaschoolbus.ca 

 

2017-2018 Student Transportation Information—Messages From OSTA 

Route information will be available to parents as of August 20, 2017 via the online Parent Portal on 
www.ottawaschoolbus.ca  Student  Transportation Information can also be found using the “Stop Finder” 
located on the main page of the OSTA website, which links to the “Bus planner– Parent Portal”.  The 
parent must enter the student’s last name, birthdate, school and grade in order to access route and stop  

information. Please ensure that the school has accurate home address and caregiver addresses.  

 

Transportation for Students in a joint custody arrangement and having two homes 

Please visit http://www.ottawaschoolbus.ca/policies/transportation-for-students-in-a-joint-custody-
arrangement-and-having-two-homes for eligibility requirements and important dates. 

 

Kindergarten Students  

Reminder: Parents of new and returning Kindergarten students MUST meet the students at their stop in the 
afternoon. Failure to do so could result in termination of transportation services and /or the child being 
dropped off at the nearest police station.  Thank You for your help in keeping all students safe.  

 

Applications for Seat Availability 

Students who had been approved to access service under the Seat Availability provision for 2016/2017 will 
need to re-apply for service for the next school year. Forms are available on the OSTA website under the 
Policies and Procedures tab. All applications will be reviewed and seats assigned after October 1. 

 

Transportation Information During the Summer Months  

Parents should contact OSTA directly during the summer months if they have questions about  

transportation or changes to their  address or caregiver information.  



  News from the Library 
  

Library Year End 
  

Library visits are finished for this year.  All books were to be returned by Thursday June 
15th. Please take a good look around the house for missing items.  Lost or damaged items 
must be replaced or paid for. 
  
  

Blue Spruce Reading Program 
  

Severn students from Grade 1 to Grade 4 participated in the Blue Spruce Reading program. 
It is a special program made available by the Ontario Library Association to promote 
quality Canadian picture books and Canadian authors and illustrators. 
  
Over the last few months we have read, discussed, and judged ten picture 
books during our library period.  Our students have voted for their favourite, 
and I am pleased to announce that the book our students chose was this year’s 
winner!  
  
The Night Gardener by Terry and Eric Fan. 
  
  

Services at the Ottawa Public Library 
  
The Ottawa Public Library offers a variety of wonderful programs for both students and 
newcomers to Canada at their many branches.  Library cards are free for all Ottawa 
residents.  Once you have a card, you can borrow books, movies, music, and museum 
admission passes free of charge.  You are also able to book up to an hour of computer time 
on one of their public computers.  Be sure to take advantage of some of the amazing 
children's programs they offer during the summer months.  Information is available at 
https://biblioottawalibrary.ca/en. 
 
There are three branches located in close proximity to our school: 
 
Centennial Branch          3870 Old Richmond Road         
 
Nepean Centrepointe       101 Centrepointe Ave.             
 
Carlingwood Branch        281 Woodroffe Ave.            
  



 

 

 

 

 

2017 Fun Pass 
This summer, celebrate Ontario’s 150th anniversary by planning a trip to Ontario’s  

attractions with the 2017 Fun Pass! To help families celebrate this milestone, we are 
expanding the Fun Pass so that two children, not one, get free admission to 18 popular 
attractions when accompanied by one paying adult or senior.  Parents also save $5 on a 
daily parking permit at most Ontario Provincial Parks.  

 

Simply bring a coupon — found at Ontario.ca/funpass to any participating attraction.  
Visit our website  for more information about the Fun Pass program and to download the  

e-pass. Have fun with the 2017 Fun Pass! 

 

************************************************************************* 

 

Congratulations to Chelsea McMullen the winner of last month’s Chapters.Indigo gift card 
draw! 

 

************************************************************************* 

 

Wishing you all a safe and happy summer! 

 


